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Principal’s Update 
Term One Progress Reports were distributed in homeroom last Friday, September 30th, so 
this weekend is a good opportunity to have a check-in conversation with your child 
concerning how they are progressing academically in all of their classes.  This is an 
especially important checkpoint for our freshmen, who have now had a month to get a feel 
for high school-level rigor and expectations.  The progress report is designed to provide 
students with enough time and information to modify their performance (if necessary) to 
achieve the desired results.  If students are not happy with their production to date, the 
first area to address is whether they are handing in all of their assignments (including late 
work that they may still be able to hand in for credit) and taking advantage of all 
effort-related opportunities in the class.  If students feel that they are putting forth strong 
effort and completing all assignments and still not seeing results, they should absolutely be 
accessing extra help opportunities with their teachers and working together to identify 
strategies to try and make student thinking visible in such a way that their misconceptions 
or confusions with material can be addressed.  While it is possible that a level change may 
in some situations be in the best long-term interest of a student, as a school we believe in 
exhausting all other possible solutions to make material accessible for students before we 
pursue that option. 
  

 
 



Now that we have distributed Term One Progress Reports, we will be commencing the first 
round of our new Student Advisory curriculum this upcoming Wednesday, October 5th. 
The Student Advisory program will meet during extended homeroom periods four times a 
term (just after each progress report).  In all, the Advisory program will consist of 16 
mini-lessons a year (and 64 over the course of a 4-year high school career).  These 64 
lessons will cover such skills as goal setting, career exploration, study skills, financial 
literacy, self-advocacy, and more.  The first four lessons will include a detailed progress 
report self-reflection, the creation of and familiarization with long-term electronic work 
portfolios, an overview of clubs, extra-curricular activities and supports available at FHS, a 
review of graduation requirements, as well as standardized testing strategies and tips for 
anxiety and stress management around testing.  A lot of work has gone into making 
Advisory a reality (in terms of curriculum development, administration, and logistics), and 
I am delighted to start finally rolling it out to students this week.  Students already spent 
time during homeroom on Friday analyzing their Term 1 Progress Report and reflecting on 
what changes need to happen to improve their performance.  
  
Late bus service at FHS commenced during the past week.  Late buses will run every 
Tuesday and Thursday afternoon and will pick up in front of the high school at 4:10 PM. 
Any student qualified to ride any bus is eligible to ride the late bus.  Students will need to 
show their bus pass before being allowed on the bus.  They will also need a pass from a 
staff member in the building showing their reason for staying after school.  Specific bus 
routes are attached to this email.  Both students and teachers should keep Tuesdays and 
Thursdays in mind as possible target dates for extra help.  Also, we have asked many of our 
clubs to meet on Tuesdays and/or Thursdays when possible to increase accessibility for all 
students. 
  

A big thank you to all of the parents 
and guardians who were able to 
attend last Thursday’s FHS Open 
House!  It is always one of the most 
important nights of the year in 
terms of establishing 
school-to-home connections that 
help support student learning, and 
it is an invaluable experience to 
walk in your children’s shoes for an 
evening and get a quick feel for 
their daily experience at the high 

 



school.  I heard a ton of great feedback from parents throughout the course of the night.  It 
doesn’t take long to realize what a talented, dedicated staff we have at the high school 
serving Framingham’s youth.  Preliminary attendance totals show that we had over 835 
families, which is over 40% of our student population, represented at this year’s Open 
House, an increase on last year’s attendance rates.  
 
Looking ahead, Futures Day will be held on Wednesday, October 19th at Framingham High 
School.  This annual event provides all FHS students with an opportunity to focus on their 
future plans for after they graduate Framingham High School.  Freshmen take part in a 
series of future-oriented tasks in homerooms, sophomores and juniors take the PSAT, and 
seniors have the option to sign up for college and career-oriented workshops.  Sophomores 
and juniors should be registering for the PSAT test now.  In order to register they need to 
bring $15 cash or check to their School Counseling Office by Friday, October 14th . 
Students who qualify for our free and reduced lunch program do not have to pay for their 
PSAT registration, but they still need to complete a registration form.  Checks should be 
made out to The Town of Framingham with “PSAT” on the memo line. 

 
**Evan Jacob, Art Teacher, had parents make “bad art” and display their work for critiques 
and Ceramics Teacher, Dan Nicholson had parents handling clay and ceramic artifacts, 
asking how they though it was made. 
 

 



Extending the Classroom Beyond FHS Walls 
 

 
Music students had the chance to see and experience the opera, Carmen . 

 
World Literature Seniors had the chance to 
hear and converse with Chinua Achebe’s son 
on his father’s novel Things Fall Apart .  

 

 



FHS Library  
The Framingham High School library is open during the following hours:  Mondays and 
Wednesdays from 7 AM - 3 PM, Tuesdays and Thursdays from 7 AM - 4 PM, and Fridays 
from 7 AM - 2:30 PM.  Students can use the library as a quiet place to do work, receive 
tutoring (either through National Honors Society or through the Framingham Public 
Library’s Homework Club), or do research.  We encourage all students to login to their 
student email accounts during the next few weeks.  If you have trouble logging in, you can 
go to the library for assistance. 
 

Framigham Public Library 
Please see the attached flyer on Framingham Pubic Library’s 3rd Annual Town-wide Essay 
Contest on “Should Framingham have a town or city form of government?”.  All students 
are encouraged to enter. 
 

Counseling Department 
On October 20th, 7:00pm -  9:00pm, Framingham State University is hosting an event on 
their campus entitled,"COLLEGE READINESS: What Every Parent Should Know." 
Parents/Guardians of middle school and early high school students are especially 
encouraged to attend this presentation, which will discuss: 

● Expectations and assumptions of college faculty 
● Work/study habits and organizations skills: high school vs. college 
● Why getting good grades now is not a guarantee for future success 
● Academic accommodations: K-12 vs. college 

For more information and to register, please check out the event flyer. 
 
See attached handout on upcoming college readiness and planning events. 
 

The College and Career Center 
We are pleased to announce that the College and Career Center will be offering extended 
hours twice a month on Wednesday evenings, from 5:00 - 7:00pm. These hours will begin 
the first week of October. 
 
Students and families may make appointments for one-on-one college and career 
counseling meetings. Please visit Ms. Kira Wong’s calendar at kwong.youcanbook.me to 
make an appointment. Moving forward, we will be offering some informational workshops 
in addition to having the availability for some individual meetings. We hope many of you 
can take advantage of the extra hours. 
 

Medical 
Please see the attached flyer on the Town-wide Flu Clinic. 
 

 

 

http://www.framingham.k12.ma.us/cms/lib011/MA01907569/Centricity/Domain/281/FSU%20College%20Readiness%20Presentation%2010.20.16.pdf
http://kwong.youcanbook.me/
http://kwong.youcanbook.me/


Resiliency for Life 
Resiliency for Life is a program that supports at-risk students in grades 6-12. Through 
after-school programming, academic support and personal growth, Resiliency helps students 
build success in school and prepare for life after high school. Framingham Public Schools covers 
about 1/2 of the costs and the other 1/2 comes from individuals and local community-based 
organizations. You can learn more at their website: www.resiliencyforlife.org. 
 
Please join us on November 5th for our annual Benefit. You'll hear from alumni and current 
students, enjoy dinner and drinks, and walk away with a few raffle prizes! You can register 
through the webpage or go directly to the registration site here. 
 
Just in case you need to recreate the hyperlink, it's: 
https://www.flipcause.com/secure/cause_pdetails/MjQ2Ng== 

 
The Drama Company 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
What is Urinetown?! Tickets are on sale now. 
Tickets for the Framingham High School fall musical are now on sale. This year, the state 
champion Drama Company will be performing the hilariously witty musical, Urinetown.  The 
show features over 45 cast members and over 40 crew members and a full orchestra of student 
musicians.  
Performances are: Thursday, November 17th at 7:30pm, Friday, November 18th at 7:30pm, and 
Saturday, November 19th at 7:30pm. Please don't miss out on this show- tickets are selling 
quickly.  
If you are interested in attending a dress rehearsal of the show to do a story or take 
photographs, please let us know.  
 
 
Contacts: 
Chris Brindley, Director/Producer: cbrindley@framingham.k12.ma.us 
Donna Wresinski, Director, Producer: dwresinski@framingham.k12.ma.us  
 
About the show: 
 
FHS Drama Company presents... 
URINETOWN: The Musical 
 
Music by Mark Hollmann 
Lyrics by Mark Hollmann and Greg Kotis 
Book by Greg Kotis 
Produced through special arrangements with Music Theatre International. 
 
Direction and Musical Staging by Chris Brindley and Donna Wresinski 
Music Direction by Dan Moore 
With Choreography by Kira Cowan 
 
 

 

http://www.resiliencyforlife.org/
https://www.flipcause.com/secure/cause_pdetails/MjQ2Ng==
https://www.flipcause.com/secure/cause_pdetails/MjQ2Ng==


November 17, 18, 19 
7:30pm 
FHS Theatre 
 
Tickets:  
$15- Online 
$17- At the Door 
 
$5 FHS Student Ticket on Thursday Night (Purchased in Cafeteria in Advance) 
 
Tickets are on sale now at www.showtix4u.com  
 
Winner of three Tony Awards, three Outer Critics Circle Awards, two Lucille Lortel Awards and two Obie Awards, 
Urinetown is an hilarious musical satire of the legal system, capitalism, social irresponsibility, populism, bureaucracy, 
corporate mismanagement, municipal politics and musical theatre itself! Hilariously funny and touchingly honest, 
Urinetown provides a fresh perspective on one of America's greatest art forms. 
 
In a Gotham-like city, a terrible water shortage, caused by a 20-year drought, has led to a government-enforced ban on 
private toilets. The citizens must use public amenities, regulated by a single malevolent company that profits by 
charging admission for one of humanity's most basic needs. Amid the people, a hero decides that he's had enough and 
plans a revolution to lead them all to freedom! 
 
Inspired by the works of Bertolt Brecht and Kurt Weill, Urinetown is an irreverently humorous satire in which no one is 
safe from scrutiny. Praised for reinvigorating the very notion of what a musical could be, Urinetown catapults the 
"comedic romp" into the new millennium with its outrageous perspective, wickedly modern wit and sustained ability to 
produce gales of unbridled laughter.Produced through special arrangements with Music Theatre International.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

http://www.showtix4u.com/


Calendar of Events 
 
Monday, October 3rd - NO SCHOOL 
NO SCHOOL - ROSH HASHANAH 
 
Tuesday, October 4th - NO SCHOOL 
NO SCHOOL -ROSH HASHANAH 
 
Wednesday, October 5th - Day 4: ACDEF 
7:25-7:55 AM - Advisory - Extended Homeroom  
2:15-3:15 PM - Faculty Meeting 
3:45 PM Varsity Girls Field Hockey vs. Needham @Needham 
3:45 PM Varsity Girls andBoys Cross Country vs. Dedham @Dedham 
3:45 PM Varsity Girls Soccer vs. Needham @FHS 
5:15 PM Varsity Girls Volleyball vs. Needham @FHS 
7:15 PM Varsity Boys Soccer vs. Needham @Needham 
 
Thursday, October 6th - Day 5: BDCGF 
7:25-7:55 AM - Advisory - Extended Homeroom  
3:45 PM Varsity Golf vs. Wellesley @FHS 
4:00 PM Varsity Girls Swimming vs. Boston Latin @FHS 
 
Friday, October 7th - Day 6: DABEG 
7:25-7:55 AM - Advisory - Extended Homeroom  
3:30 PM Varsity Golf vs. Newton North @FHS 
3:45 PM Varsity Girls Field Hockey vs. Walpole @Walpole 
3:45 PM Varsity Boys Soccer vs. Walpole @Walpole 
3:45 PM Varsity Girls Soccer vs.Walpole @FHS 
5:15 PM Varsity Girls Volleyball vs. Walpole @FHS 
 
Saturday, October 8th - WEEKEND 
2:00 PM Varsity Football vs. Brookline @Brookline 
 
Monday, October 10th - NO SCHOOL 
NO SCHOOL - COLUMBUS DAY 
 
Tuesday, October 11th - NO SCHOOL 
NO SCHOOL - ALL DAY PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT DAY FOR FACULTY 
 
Wednesday, October 12th - NO SCHOOL 
NO SCHOOL - YOM KIPPUR 
 
Thursday, October 13th - Day 7: CBGFE 
7:25-7:55 AM - Advisory - Extended Homeroom  
3:45 PM Varsity Golf vs. Dedham @Dedham 

 



Friday, October 14th - Day 1: ABCDE 
3:45 PM Varsity Girls Field Hockey vs. Braintree @Braintree 
3:45 PM Varsity Boys Soccer vs. Braintree @Braintree 
3:45 PM Varsity Girls Soccer vs. Braintree @FHS 
3:45 PM Varsity Girls Swimming vs. Norwood @Norwood 
5:15 PM Varsity Girls Volleyball vs. Braintree @FHS 
7:00 PM Varsity Boys Football vs. Needham @Needham 
 
Saturday, October 15th - Weekend 
3:00 PM Varsity Girls Soccer vs. Newton South @FHS 
7:00 PM Varsity Boys and Girls Cross Country vs. Braintree @Braintree 

 

 


